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zona's employers may not be
completely recognized.26

• SB 1225, which would have made
it illegal for companies doing busi-
ness in Arizona to discriminate
against workers and job applicants
based on sexual orientation and
gender identity. Business interests
criticized the bill on several fronts,
with the major reasons against the
legislation being a fear of addi-
tional litigation and forcing reli-
gious groups to hire someone
who find the behavior offensive.
The bill was passed by the Senate,
but died in House committee.27

• SB 1017 and SB 1018, which would
have increased unemployment in-
surance (UI) benefits (currently a
maximum of $205 a week) and
tied future annual increases to the
consumer price index (see “Busi-
ness,” above), and eliminated the
one-week waiting period for eligi-
bility for unemployment benefits
for individuals who were required
by their former employer to attend
at least one week of uncompen-
sated training as a condition of em-
ployment. If SB 1017 had become
law, UI benefits would have in-
creased over the next three years
to a maximum of 50 percent of the
state’s average weekly wage.
Chuck Huggins, secretary-treasurer
of the state branch of the AFL-CIO,
said the legislation was needed be-
cause Arizona’s maximum benefit
ranked 48th out of 50 states and
two territories in 1999.28 A lobbyist
for the Arizona Chamber of Com-
merce, however, said business
would have to increase the current
unemployment insurance tax
(about $0.85 on the first $7,000 of
an employee’s salary), because the
legislation would drawn down the
state’s UI fund to too low a level. 29

Occupations

Following up on last year’s move to
strengthen the disciplinary powers of
the Arizona Board of Medical Exam-
iners (BOMEX), the Legislature passed

several bills designed to keep doctors
with questionable backgrounds from
practicing their profession in Arizona.30

The bills were sparked, in part, by the
publicity surrounding a doctor’s
botched abortion procedure that led to
the death a woman and a series of ar-
ticles in The Arizona Republic that de-
tailed that 100 patients had died in
Arizona during the past decade from
questionable medical care, but only
one doctor lost his license.31 “Even in
instances when the medical board’s
staff recommended a doctor be disci-
plined, more than half the time the
board chose to let the doctor off with
no punishment,” the Republic article
said.32

With passage of HB 2412, BOMEX
was given increased authority to dis-
cipline physicians, including increas-
ing the minimum amount of fines —
from $300 to $1,000 — that can be
imposed by the board.   The bill also
gives the board’s executive director
the legal authority to dismiss any
complaint if an investigation found it
to be without merit.  Previously, the
complaint had to go before entire
board had to dismiss the complaint.

In addition, the law requires that a
physician profile listed on the board’s
Internet site include all medical mal-
practice settlements within the last
five years that involves a payment to
a complaining party.  And the law
spells out the type of inappropriate
conduct a physician cannot engage in
with his/her patient.  Also, SB 1306
requires that the board will immedi-
ately suspend a license and begin an
investigation of a physician upon
learning that physician has been dis-
ciplined by another jurisdiction for
unprofessional conduct.  And SB 1310
requires BOMEX to consider previous
non-disciplinary and disciplinary ac-
tions when determining disciplinary
actions against a licensee.  Finally, SB
1315 requires that all health-related
boards record a roll-call vote on disci-
plinary actions.

The Legislature didn’t “pick” on
only physicians.  There were a num-
ber of bills affecting a variety of
health-related occupations — optom-
etrists, emergency medical technicians
(EMTs), veterinarians, nursing care
workers, and behavior-health licens-
ees — and health-related boards.

HB 2190 revised practices of the state
Board of Optometry and modified li-
censing procedures for optometrists.
Among the bill’s provisions were the
designation of three types of renewal
certificates available for the use and
non-use of pharmaceutical agents and
the requirement that a licensee hold all
patient records for at least two years af-
ter the last examination.

To help offset a shortage of emer-
gency medical personnel, the Legisla-
ture passed SB 1308, which relaxes
rules for receiving Arizona certifica-
tion.  The new law gives basic EMTs
and paramedics, who are currently
registered with the National Registry
of EMTs, six months to pass statewide
standardized training and testing pro-
cedures.  SB 1308 passed with an
emergency clause so it would take ef-
fect immediately.

HB 2010 made several changes to
the regulation of veterinarians.  The
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5 percent pay raise in April
2002 and April 2003

√ State retirees allowed to
work in another state job 12
months after receiving retire-
ment benefits

Increased pay and health-
care benefits for existing
retirees and expanded retire-
ment programs for existing
state workers

√ Increase in multiplier (from
which benefits are deter-
mined) for state workers with
20 or more years of service

Table 3

Pay and Benefit Improvements for
Arizona State Employees and Retirees
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��� ������� �	 Arizona Economic Trends is to
provide an update and analysis of state and county
employment and economic data, as well as informa-
tion on state and national programs and policies that
affect the nation’s and Arizona’s labor markets. In-
cluded in this publication twice yearly are Research
Administration’s two-year projections of employ-
ment, unemployment, and labor force for Arizona and
its major sub-state regions.

U.S. residents may receive this publication free of
charge by writing to: Arizona Department of Eco-
nomic Security, Research Administration, P.O. Box
6123, Site Code 733A, Phoenix, AZ 85005; or by
calling (602) 542-3871. Subscribers who do not wish
to continue receiving the publication are asked to in-
dicate so in box below and mail to above address. If
your address has changed, please mark box and return
mailing label with correct address to above address.
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